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Parents know how difficult it can be to balance work and family. Daycare can be a big help, but North Dakota families don`t always have that option available, and some say state lawmakers might make the situation even worse.

Bowman county residents say they have an estimated 340 children under the age of 12 in need of daycare, but licensed providers only have room for 87.

Katrina Heck says she has no choice but to trim her workload at the health clinic in Bowman from full-time to part-time, because she can`t find daycare for her son.

"It`s very stressful," said Heck. "I`ve called probably over five day cares and one of them told me it would be September 2012 before I could actually get in and there are seven families ahead of us. And everyone tells you no. So it`s, kind of, really discouraging to call more people."

Heck relies on family and friends to watch her little guy. Bowman County day care providers and parents say Heck`s situation is all too common, and they`re afraid state budget cuts will only make things worse.

The Senate Appropriations Committee voted to slash most of the $5 million in the Department of Commerce`s budget, which advocates say would have helped address day care shortages all over the state.

"It would be catastrophic for the southern part of the state, but for the whole state, in general," said Dee Dobitz, of Tot-Lot Childcare Inc.. "I think there`s a huge day care shortage nationwide and we`re really feeling the crunch in North Dakota."

Republican lawmakers are split over the matter. Some say the state shouldn`t subsidize day care, but should pay for workforce training. Democratic lawmakers don`t support the funding cuts and say they think Republicans are focusing on gamesmanship, not good public policy.

The lucky few Bowman parents who found day care say they hope the funding is restored so other parents don`t have to suffer.

"It`s that one less thing to worry about," Mark Kunze, a Bowman father lucky enough to find a day care provider.

Those less fortunate say lawmakers need to look at it as more than just numbers on paper.

Heck said "I hope a lot of people can say there is help out there and hopefully someone can open a daycare, more day cares, so people can go to work and have their child watched for."
